MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
Moorish slaves also were sold in Gaul; other slaves came from
Thuringia, and yet others from England.1
There were many English slaves for sale in the market of Mar-
seilles, where Gregory the Great, in 595, had some purchased in
order that they might be sent to Rome to be converted.2 Probably
these were prisoners taken during the wars between the Britons
and the Saxons, and sent overseas into Gaul. Possibly the captives
whom Saint Amand (d. 674-675) ransomed in Gand were some
of these prisoners.3 Undoubtedly the slaves whom a certain mer-
chant brought into the neighbourhood of Cambrai, and of whom
we read in the Vita Gaugeriti, were also from the North.4
Slaves could be bought in all parts of die country. Gregory of Tours5
speaks of Saxon slaves belonging to a merchant of the Orleanais.
Fredegarius relates6 that Bilichildis, who became the wife of
Theudebert, was purchased from some negotiatores by Brunchaut,
no doubt on account of her beauty.
The tonlieux of Arras and Tournai also furnish evidence of the
transit of slaves, for whom the merchants had to pay dues.7
1	Vita S. Eligii, m.g.h. ss. rer. merov., vol. IV, p. 676, verlinden, op. dt.,
p. 379, thinks it probable that slaves were sold also in Spain. Saint Bathild
had been de partibus transmarinis . . . vili pretio vcnundata. ss. rer. merov.,
vol. II, p. 482, cf. lesne, La prorpiM eccldsiastique en France, I, 1910, p, 359.
At Clermont, Sigivaldus had as slave (in cugus scrvitio crat adokscen$ auidam
nomine Brcichio) a Thuringian who was employed in hunting the boar.
gregory of tours, Liber Vitae Patrum, m.c.h. s.s, rer. mbrov,, voL I, p. 712.
gujxhiermoz, Essai sur I'origine de la noblesse en France an Moyen Age, 1902,
p. 74, is certainly mistaken in regarding him as a private soldier.
2	JAFFE-WATTENBACH, RegCSta, No. 1386.
3	de moreau, Saint-Amand9 1927, p. 133. Concerning the sale of captives,
see lesne, op. at., pp, 357 and 369.
* Vita S. Caugeriti, ed. krusch, m.g.h. ss. rer. merov., vol. HI, p, 656.
Cf. vercauteren, Etude sur les Civitatc$> p. 213.
5	gregory OP TOURS, Hist. Franc., VII, 46,
6	Op. cit., m.g.h. ss. rer. merov., vol. II, pp. 134 and 135*
7	The market tariff of Arras, which figures in the Canulaire de Saint-Vaast,
guiman, ed. van drival, p. 167, betrays the old Merovingian basis under its
12th-century veneer. The text attributes it to a rex Ttieodericus (16$). Now
the sale of the servus and the &cilla is mentioned in the paragraph entitled
De*Bestiis. The same thing may be observed in the tariff of the Tournai
market tolls: see servus vel ancilla vel auri uncia vendantw , , „
Deux tariff du tonlieu de Tournai, Lille, 1935, p, 37,

